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U.S. History 2: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and sys-
tematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues 
across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions 
as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century.  The course begins with 
the Progressive Era and covers the history of the United States up to modern times. 
 
1. The Progressive Era 
 
Progressive reform movements promoted government efforts to address problems created by rap-
id industrialization, immigration, and unfair treatment of women, children, and minority groups.   
 
An expanding market for international trade promoted policies that resulted in America emerging 
as a world power. 
 
2. America in World War I 
 
United States involvement in World War I affected politics, the economy, and geopolitical rela-
tions following the war. 
 
3. The Roaring Twenties 
 
The 1920s is characterized as a time of social, economic, technological, and political change, as 
well as a time of emerging isolationism, racial and social tensions, and economic problems. 
 
4. The Great Depression and the New Deal 
 
The Great Depression resulted from government economic policies, business practices, and indi-
vidual decisions, and it impacted business and society.  
 
Aimed at recovery, relief, and reform, New Deal programs had a lasting impact on the expansion 
of the role of the national government in the economy. 
 
5. America in World War II 
 
The United States participated in World War II as an Allied force to prevent military conquests 
by Germany, Italy, and Japan. 
 
Domestic and military policies during World War II continued to deny equal rights to African 
Americans, Asian Americans, and women. 
 
 
 
6. The Cold War 
 
Cold War tensions between the United States and communist countries resulted in conflict that 
influenced domestic and foreign policy for over forty years.  
 



 

 

 
7. The Civil Rights Movement and Social Change 
 
The Civil Rights movement marked a period of social turmoil and political reform, resulting in 
the expansion of rights and opportunities for individuals and groups previously discriminated 
against. 
 
8. Contemporary United States: Domestic Policy 
 
Differing views on government’s role in social and economic issues led to greater partisanship in 
government decision making.  
 
The increased economic prosperity and opportunities experienced by many masked growing ten-
sions and disparities experienced by some individuals and groups.  
 
Immigration, educational opportunities, and social interaction have led to the growth of a multi-
cultural society with varying values and perspectives. 
 
9. Contemporary United States: International Policy 
 
The United States has used various methods to achieve foreign policy goals that affect the global 
balance of power, national security, other national interests, and the development of democratic 
societies. 
 
10. Interconnected Global Community 
 
Scientific and technological changes have dramatically affected the economy, the nature of work, 
education, and social interactions. 
 
11. Active Citizenship. 
 
Active citizens in the 21st century: 

• Determine the credibility and value of information, while also considering context, point 
of view, and multiple perspectives. 

• Analyze sources of prejudice and discrimination and propose solutions to eliminate them. 
• Collaboratively evaluate possible solutions to problems and conflicts that arise in an in-

terconnected world. 
• Critically analyze information, make ethical judgments, and responsibly address contro-

versial issues. 
• Communicate through rational and persuasive written and oral arguments to present solu-

tions to controversial issues. 
• Make informed and reasoned decisions and accept responsibility for the consequences of 

their actions and/or inactions. 
• Take actions that result in a more just and equitable society. 

 



 

 

U. S. History 2 Course Outline: The following curriculum areas and instructional activities 
should be utilized during the course of study: 
1. The Progressive Era 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

1. Evaluate the effectiveness of Progressive re-
forms in preventing unfair business practices 
and political corruption and in promoting so-
cial justice. (6.1.12.A.6.a) 

 
2. Evaluate the ways in which women organized 

to promote government policies (i.e., abolition, 
women’s suffrage, and the temperance 
movement) designed to address injustice, in-
equality, workplace safety, and immorality. 
(6.1.12..A.6.b) 

 
3. Relate the creation of African American advo-

cacy organizations (i.e., the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People) 
to United States Supreme Court decisions 
(i.e., Plessy v. Ferguson) and state and local 
governmental policies. (6.1.12.A.6.c) 

 
4. Determine the role geography played in gain-

ing access to raw materials and finding new 
global markets to promote trade. 
(6.1.12.B.6.a) 

 
5. Compare and contrast issues involved in the 

struggle between the unregulated develop-
ment of natural resources and efforts to con-
serve and protect natural resources during the 
period of industrial expansion. (6.1.12.B.6.b) 

 
6. Evaluate the effectiveness of labor and agri-

cultural organizations in improving economic 
opportunities for various groups. 
(6.1.12.C.6.a) 

1. Document-Based Investigation, p. 
546-547 of Holt’s American An-
them.  

 
2. Use Interact’s History’s Mysteries: 

The Triangle Shirtwaist Fire to ex-
amine the business practices of the 
time. 

 
3. Create a timeline of the Woman’s 

Suffragist movement. 
 
4. After discussing American Imperial-

ism, use resource maps to discuss 
where America might have wanted 
to expand their empire next, and 
why. 

 
5. Examine the landmark Supreme 

Court case Plessy vs. Ferguson, 
and have students write opinions of 
ruling.  

 
6. After discussing Spanish-American 

War have students choose one of 
the four countries (Cuba, Philip-
pines, Puerto Rice and Guam) that 
the US took over, and develop a 
long-term plan for it. 

 
7. Lessons on American History, Part 

9. Lesson 115: The Progressive 
Era. 

 
8. Lessons on American History, Part 

9. Lesson 116: Theodore Roose-
velt. 

 
 
 



 

 

1. The Progressive Era, continued. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

7. Determine how supply and demand influ-
enced price and output during the Industrial 
Revolution. (6.1.12.C.6.b) Analyze the impact 
of money, investment, credit, savings, debt, 
and financial institutions on the development 
of the nation and the lives of individuals. 
(6.1.12.C.6.c) 

 
8. Assess the impact of technological innovation 

and immigration on the development of agri-
culture, industry, and urban culture during the 
late 19th century in New Jersey (i.e., Pater-
son Silk Strike 1913) and the United States. 
(6.1.12.D.6.a)  

 
9. Compare and contrast the foreign policies of 

American presidents during this time period, 
and analyze how these presidents contribut-
ed to the United States becoming a world 
power. (6.1.12.D.6.b) 

 
10. Analyze the successes and failures of efforts 

to expand women’s rights, including the work 
of important leaders (i.e., Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Alice Paul, and 
Lucy Stone) and the eventual ratification of 
the 19th Amendment. (6.1.12.D.6.c) 

 
11. Cite specific textual evidence to support 

analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
connecting insights gained from specific de-
tails to an understanding of the text as a 
whole. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.1) 

 

 
 
 
  



 

 

 
2. America in World War I 

Students will:  
(CPI # in parentheses)  

Suggested Activities: 

1. Analyze the reasons for the policy of neutrali-
ty regarding World War I, and explain why 
the United States eventually entered the war. 
(6.1.12.A.7.a) 

 
2. Evaluate the impact of government policies 

designed to promote patriotism and to protect 
national security during times of war (i.e., the 
Espionage Act and the Sedition Amendment) 
on individual rights. (6.1.12.A.7.b) 

 
3. Analyze the Treaty of Versailles and the 

League of Nations from the perspectives of 
different countries. (6.1.12.A.7.c) 

 
4. Explain how global competition by nations for 

land and resources led to increased milita-
rism. (6.1.12.B.7.a) 

 
5. Determine how technological advancements 

affected the nature of World War I on land, 
on water, and in the air. (6.1.12.C.7.a) 

 
6. Assess the immediate and long-term impact 

of women and African Americans entering 
the work force in large numbers during World 
War I. (6.1.12.C.7.b) 

 
7. Evaluate the effectiveness of Woodrow Wil-

son’s leadership during and immediately after 
World War I. (6.1.12.D.7.a) 

 
8. Determine the extent to which propaganda, 

the media, and special interest groups 
shaped American public opinion and Ameri-
can foreign policy during World War I. 
(6.1.12.D.7.b) 

1. Document-Based Investigation 
on World War I.  American An-
them, p. 612-613. 

 
2. Examine World War I propa-

ganda, determining who particu-
lar posters were trying reach 
and what each poster was try-
ing to get them to do. 

 
3. Have student’s create their own 

propaganda poster with a spe-
cific audience in mind. 

 
4. Read excerpts from A Farewell 

to Arms by Ernest Hemingway 
or All Quiet on the Western 
Front by Erich Maria Remarque. 

 
5. Simulate a debate as to whether 

the United States should join 
the League of Nations or not. 

 
6. Using charts and graphs show 

the costs of World War I in 
terms of financial costs and in 
loss of life.  Compare countries 
against the United States. 

 
7. Create posters that illustrate the 

evolution of certain technologies 
that were important to World 
War I. (Examples - Tanks, Ma-
chine guns, Submarines, Radi-
os) 

 



 

 

 
 
2. America in World War I, continued. 

Students will: 
(CPI # in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

9. Analyze the factors contributing to a rise in author-
itarian forms of government and ideologies (i.e., 
fascism, communism, and socialism) after World 
War I. (6.1.12.D.7.c) 

 
10. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the 

narration of historical events, scientific proce-
dures/experiments, or technical processes.   
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.11-12.2) 

 
11. Determine the central ideas or information of a 

primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary that makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and ideas. (CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RH.11-12.2) 

 

 
 
  



 

 

3. The Roaring Twenties 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

1. Relate government policies to the prosperity of the 
country during the 1920s, and determine the im-
pact of these policies on business and the con-
sumer. (6.1.12.A.8.a) 

 
2. Compare and contrast the global marketing 

practices of United States factories and farms 
with American public opinion and government 
policies that favored isolationism. 
(6.1.12.A.8.b) 

 
3. Relate social intolerance, xenophobia, and 

fear of anarchists to government policies re-
stricting immigration, advocacy, and labor or-
ganizations. (6.1.12.A.8.c) 

 
4. Determine the impact of the expansion of ag-

ricultural production into marginal farmlands 
and other ineffective agricultural practices on 
people and the environment. (6.1.12.B.8.a)  

 
5. Analyze the push-pull factors that led to the 

Great Migration. (6.1.12.C.8.a) 
 
6. Relate social, cultural, and technological 

changes in the interwar period to the rise of a 
consumer economy and the changing role and 
status of women. (6.1.12.C.8.b) 

 
7. Explain why the Great Migration led to height-

ened racial tensions, restrictive laws, a rise in 
repressive organizations, and an increase in 
violence. (6.1.12.D.8.a) 

 
8. Assess the impact of artists, writers, and mu-

sicians of the 1920s, including the Harlem 
Renaissance, on American culture and val-
ues. (6.1.12.D.8.b) 

1. Document-Based Investigation, 
p. 640-641, American Anthem. 

 
2. As the 20s became a time of 

consumerism with many new 
products, have students create 
an advertisement that shows 
the benefits of some new prod-
uct of the 1920s. 

 
3. Have students choose a Harlem 

Renaissance artists to do re-
search on, then present their 
findings in a poster or multime-
dia presentation. 

 
4. In groups have students create 

a story of a fictional immigrant 
family from Eastern Europe.  In-
clude in the story the intoler-
ance and xenophobia they 
faced upon their arrival in the 
United States. 

 
5. Analyze political cartoons relat-

ed to the Red Scare and the 
Sacco and Vanzetti case. 

 
6. After examining the Labor strife 

of the 1920s, have students ne-
gotiate a contract where half of 
students represent labor and 
the other half represent man-
agement. 

 
7. Have students write an opinion 

for either the prosecution or the 
defense in Scopes Monkey Tri-
al. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
3. The Roaring Twenties, continued. 

Students will: 
(CPI # in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

9. Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is 
structured, including how key sentences, para-
graphs, and larger portions of the text contribute 
to the whole. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.5) 

 
10. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary 

and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and 
analogy to manage the complexity of the topic; 
convey a knowledgeable stance in a style that re-
sponds to the discipline and context as well as to 
the expertise of likely readers. (CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.WHST.11-12.2.d) 

 

 
 
 
4. The Great Depression and the New Deal 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 



 

 

4. The Great Depression and the New Deal 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

1. Analyze how the actions and policies of the 
United States government contributed to the 
Great Depression. (6.1.12.A.9.a) 

 
2. Determine how agricultural practices, over-

production, and the Dust Bowl intensified the 
worsening economic situation during the 
Great Depression. (6.1.12.B.9.a) 

 
3. Explain how government can adjust taxes, 

interest rates, and spending and use other 
policies to restore the country’s economic 
health. (6.1.12.C.9.a) 

 
4. Explain how economic indicators (i.e., gross 

domestic product, the consumer index, the 
national debt, and the trade deficit) are used 
to evaluate the health of the economy. 
(6.1.12.C.9.b) 

 
5. Explain the interdependence of various parts 

of a market economy. (6.1.12.C.9.c) 
 
6. Compare and contrast the causes and out-

comes of the stock market crash in 1929 and 
other periods of economic instability. 
(6.1.12.C.9.d) 

 
7. Explore the global context of the Great De-

pression and the reasons for the worldwide 
economic collapse. (6.1.12.D.9.a) 

 
8. Analyze the impact of the Great Depression 

on the American family, migratory groups, and 
ethnic and racial minorities. (6.1.12.D.9.b)  

 
9. Explain how and why conflict developed be-

tween the Supreme Court and other branches 
of government over aspects of the New Deal. 
(6.1.12.A.10.a) 

1. Watch the movie Cinderella 
Man, with questions about the 
Great Depression and activities 
related to the movie. 

 
2. Document-Based Investigation, 

p. 692-693 in American An-
them. 

 
3. Read excerpts from The Grapes 

of Wrath or Of Mice and Men by 
John Steinbeck and discuss. 

 
4. Have students create travel 

brochures for Hoovervilles or 
the Dust Bowl.  

 
5. Using charts and graphs, ex-

plain the dire economics of the 
Great Depression.  Also use 
charts and graphs to analyze 
the impact of the New Deal. 

  
6. Have students create new Hoo-

ver or ducts, where they repur-
pose ordinary objects for a new 
use during the Great Depres-
sion. 

 
7. Using the effectiveness of the 

New Deal, create campaign 
posters for Roosevelt’s reelec-
tion. (Could also use problems 
of the New Deal to campaign 
against Roosevelt.) 

 
8. Lessons on American History, 

Part 10. Lesson 128: The New 
Deal. 

 



 

 

 
4. The Great Depression and the New Deal, continued. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 



 

 

4. The Great Depression and the New Deal, continued. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

10. Assess the effectiveness of governmental 
policies enacted during the New Deal period 
(i.e., the FDIC, NLRB, and Social Security) in 
protecting the welfare of individuals. 
(6.1.12.A.10.b) 

 
11. Evaluate the short- and long-term impact of 

the expanded role of government on econom-
ic policy, capitalism, and society. 
(6.1.12.A.10.b) 

 
12. Assess the effectiveness of New Deal pro-

grams designed to protect the environment. 
(6.1.12.B.10.a) 

 
13. Evaluate the effectiveness of economic regu-

lations and standards established during this 
time period in combating the Great Depres-
sion. (6.1.12.C.10.a) 

 
14. Compare and contrast the economic ideolo-

gies of the two major political parties regard-
ing the role of government during the New 
Deal and today. (6.1.12.C.10.b) 

 
15. .Analyze how other nations responded to the 

Great Depression. (6.1.12.D.10.a) 
 
16. Compare and contrast the leadership abilities 

of Franklin Delano Roosevelt and those of 
past and recent presidents. (6.1.12.D.10.b) 

 
17. Explain how key individuals, including minori-

ties and women (i.e., Eleanor Roosevelt and 
Frances Perkins), shaped the core ideologies 
and policies of the New Deal. (6.1.12.D.10.c) 

 
18. Determine the extent to which New Deal pub-

lic works and arts programs impacted New 
Jersey and the nation. (6.1.12.D.10.d) 

 



 

 

 
 
 
4. The Great Depression and the New Deal, continued. 

Students will: 
(CPI # in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

19. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of infor-
mation presented in different media or formats 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in 
order to address a question or solve a problem. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.R1.11-12.7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 
5. America in World War II. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

1. Evaluate the effectiveness of international 
agreements following World War I in prevent-
ing international disputes during the 1920s 
and 1930s. (6.1.12.A.11.a)  

 
2. Compare and contrast different perspectives 

about how the United States should respond 
to aggressive policies and actions taken by 
other nations at this time. (6.1.12.A.11.b) 

 
3. Determine if American policies regarding Jap-

anese internment and actions against other 
minority groups were a denial of civil rights. 
(6.1.12.A.11.c) 

 
4. Analyze the decision to use the atomic bomb 

and the consequences of doing so. 
(6.1.12.A.11.d) 

 
5. Assess the responses of the United States 

and other nations to the violation of human 
rights that occurred during the Holocaust and 
other genocides. (6.1.12.A.11.e)  

 
6. Explain the role that geography played in the 

development of military strategies and wea-
ponry in World War II. (6.1.12.B.11.a) 

 
7. Apply opportunity cost and trade-offs to eval-

uate the shift in economic resources from the 
production of domestic to military goods dur-
ing World War II, and analyze the impact of 
the post-war shift back to domestic produc-
tion. (6.1.12.C.11.a) 

 
8. Relate new wartime inventions to scientific 

and technological advancements in the civil-
ian world. (6.1.12.C.11.b) 

1. Lessons on World History, vol. 
8, lesson 105: Winston Churchill. 

 
2. Lessons on World History, vol. 

8, lesson 101: Causes of World 
War II. 

 
3. Students to write speech for 

President Roosevelt listing rea-
sons why America should (or 
should not) get involved in World 
War II. 

 
4. Guest speaker:  Mr. Lewis Marx 

will discuss his families experi-
ences during the Holocaust. 

 
5. Document-Based assessment, 

p. 764-765 in American Anthem. 
 
6. After examining the use of the 

atomic bomb and its conse-
quences, have students write a 
defense of it’s use as though 
they were Harry Truman.  (Or 
write from the other perspective 
condemning its use.) 

 
7. Read excerpt fro Night by Elie 

Wiesel ad discuss. 
 
8. Examine Korematsu vs. United 

States and Japanese interment 
camps, have students write an 
opinion of the Supreme Court’s 
decision supporting Japanese 
internment.. 



 

 

 
5. America in World War II. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

9. Analyze the roles of various alliances among na-
tions and their leaders in the conduct and out-
comes of the World War II. (6.1.12.D.11.a) 

 
10. Evaluate the role of New Jersey (i.e., defense in-

dustries, Seabrook Farms, military installations, 
and Battleship New Jersey) and prominent New 
Jersey citizens (i.e., Albert Einstein) in World War 
II. (6.1.12.D.11.b) 

 
11. Explain why women, African Americans, Native 

Americans, Asian Americans, and other minority 
groups often expressed a strong sense of nation-
alism despite the discrimination they experienced 
in the military and workforce. (6.1.1.2.D.11.c) 

 
12. Compare the varying perspectives of victims, sur-

vivors, bystanders, rescuers, and perpetrators 
during the Holocaust. (6.1.12.D.11.d) 

 
13. Explain how World War II and the Holocaust led 

to the creation of international organizations (i.e., 
the United Nations) to protect human rights, and 
describe the subsequent impact of these organi-
zations. (6.1.12.D.11.e) 

 
14. Evaluate various explanations for actions or 

events and determine which explanation best ac-
cords with textual evidence, acknowledging where 
the text leaves matters uncertain.        
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.3) 

9. Using maps, chart the course of 
the American Marine Corps in the 
Pacific theatre of the war. 

 
10. Lessons on American History, Part 

10. Lesson 129: Causes of World 
War II. 

 
 
 
6. The Cold War 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 



 

 

6. The Cold War 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

1. Analyze ideological differences and other factors 
that contributed to the Cold War and to United 
States involvement in conflicts intended to contain 
communism, including the Korean War, the Cu-
ban Missile Crisis, and the Vietnam War. 
(6.1.12.A.12.a) 

 
2. Examine constitutional issues involving war pow-

ers, as they relate to United States military inter-
vention in the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and 
other conflicts. (6.1.12.A.12.b) 

 
3. Explain how the Arab-Israeli conflict influenced 

American foreign policy. (6.1.12.A.12.c) 
 
4.  Evaluate the effectiveness of the Marshall Plan 

and regional alliances in the rebuilding of Europe-
an nations in the post World War II period. 
(6.1.12.B.12.a) 

 
5. Explain the implications and outcomes of the 

Space Race from the perspectives of the scientific 
community, the government, and the people. 
(6.1.12.C.12.a) 

 
6. Assess the impact of agricultural innovation on 

the world economy. (6.1.12.C.12.b) 
 
7. Analyze how scientific advancements impacted 

the national and global economies and daily life. 
(6.1.12.C.12.c) 

 
8. Assess the role of the public and private sectors 

in promoting economic growth and ensuring eco-
nomic stability. (6.1.12.C.12.d) 

 
9. Analyze the impact of American governmental 

policies on independence movements in Africa, 
Asia, the Caribbean, and the Middle East. 
(6.1.12.D.12.a) 

1. Watch Duck and Cover movies 
from the 1950s and discuss the 
paranoia of the times. 

 
2. Document-Based Investigation, 

p. 842-843 in American An-
them. 

 
3. Have students design their own 

bomb shelter, circa 1962. 
 
4. Create an espionage-type game 

in which Americans face off 
against Soviet in some manner.  
It can involve the Berlin Airlift, 
Bay of Pigs, the Space Race, 
Korean War or any other Cold 
War topic. 

 
5. Analyze propaganda poster 

from both sides of the Cold War. 
 
6. Discuss cult of personality and 

how it has shown itself in com-
munist leaders like Mao and 
Stalin.  

 
7. Examine some of the more fa-

mous (or infamous) photos from 
the Vietnam war, and have stu-
dents write thoughts about what 
it must have been like for Amer-
icans to read see these photo-
graphs in their morning paper. 

 
8. In groups, debate the merits of 

continuing the war in Vietnam. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
6. The Cold War, continued. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

10. Analyze efforts to eliminate communism, such as 
McCarthyism, and their impact on individual civil 
liberties. (6.1.12.D.12.b) 

 
11. Evaluate how the development of nuclear weap-

ons by industrialized countries and developing 
counties affected international relations. 
(6.1.12.D.12.c) 

 
12. Compare and contrast American public support of 

the government and military during the Vietnam 
War with that of other conflicts. (6.1.12.D.12.d) 

 
13. Analyze the role that media played in bringing in-

formation to the American public and shaping 
public attitudes toward the Vietnam War. 
(6.1.12.D.12.e) 

 
14. Evaluate an author's premises, claims, and evi-

dence by corroborating or challenging them with 
other information. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-
12.8) 

 
15. Integrate information from diverse sources, both 

primary and secondary, into a coherent under-
standing of an idea or event, noting discrepancies 
among sources. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.9) 

9. Lessons on Recent American 
History, Part 1. Lesson 10: The 
Cuban Missile Crisis. 

 
10. Lessons on Recent American 

History, Part 1. Lesson 11: The 
Vietnam War. 

 
11. Lessons that work: Ideas and 

Activities for Teaching U.S. his-
tory, Vol. 2. Activity 93: Un-
American Activities. 

 
 

 
 
 
  



 

 

7. The Civil Rights Movement and Social Change. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

1. Analyze the effectiveness of the New Jersey 
Constitution of 1947, New Jersey Supreme 
Court decisions (i.e., Hedgepeth and Williams 
v. Trenton Board of Education), and New Jer-
sey’s Law Against Discrimination (i.e., P.L. 
1945, c.169) in eliminating segregation and 
discrimination. (6.1.12.A.13.a) 

 
2. Analyze the effectiveness of national legisla-

tion, policies, and Supreme Court decisions 
(i.e., the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights 
Act, the Equal Rights Amendment, Title VII, 
Title IX, Affirmative Action, Brown v. Board of 
Education, and Roe v. Wade) in promoting 
civil liberties and equal opportunities. 
(6.1.12.A.13.b) 

 
3. Determine the extent to which changes in na-

tional policy after 1965 impacted immigration 
to New Jersey and the United States. 
(6.1.12.A.13.c) 

 
4. Determine the factors that led to migration 

from American cities to suburbs in the 1950s 
and 1960s, and describe how this movement 
impacted cities. (6.1.12.B.13.a) 

 
5. Evaluate the effectiveness of environmental 

movements and their influence on public atti-
tudes and environmental protection 
laws.(6.1.12.B.13.b) 

 
6. Explain how individuals and organizations 

used economic measures (e.g., the Mont-
gomery Bus Boycott, sit downs, etc.) as 
weapons in the struggle for civil and human 
rights. (6.1.12.C.13.a) 

1. Examine landmark Civil Rights 
cases like Brown v. Board of 
Education of Topeka, Kansas 
and discuss.  Have students 
write an opinion on the ruling. 

 
2. After examining Jim Crow laws, 

have students create a poster 
that outlines their inherent un-
fairness. 

 
3. Write the story of Rosa Parks 

from the point-of-view the bus 
driver, arresting officer, or 
someone else on the bus. 

 
4. Create posters encouraging a 

bus boycott in Montgomery. 
 
5. In groups, create a children’s 

book explaining an important 
Civil Rights event. (The Little 
Rock Nine, Freedom Rides, the 
arrest of Rosa Parks, Mont-
gomery Bus Boycott, the 
Greensboro Four, James Mere-
dith entrance to University of 
Mississippi or others.) 

 
6. Create a timeline of important 

Civil Rights dates. 
 
7. Create a Life magazine cover of 

an important Civil Rights event. 
 
8. Compare and contrast the ideas 

of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. with 
those of Malcolm X. 

 
 



 

 

 
7. The Civil Rights Movement and Social Change, continued. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

7. Evaluate the effectiveness of economic poli-
cies that sought to combat post-World War II 
inflation. (6.1.12.C.13.b) 

 
8. Determine the effectiveness of social legisla-

tion that was enacted to end poverty in the 
1960s and today.(6.1.12.C.13.c) 

 
9. Relate American economic expansion after 

World War II to increased consumer demand. 
(6.1.12.C.13.d) 

 
10. Determine the impetus for the Civil Rights 

Movement, and explain why national govern-
mental actions were needed to ensure civil 
rights for African Americans. (6.1.12.D.13.a) 

 
11. Compare and contrast the leadership and 

ideology of Martin Luther King, Jr., and Mal-
colm X during the Civil Rights Movement, and 
evaluate their legacies. (6.1.12.D.13.b) 

 
12. Analyze the successes and failures of wo-

men’s rights organizations, the American In-
dian Movement, and La Raza in their pursuit 
of civil rights and equal opportunities. 
(6.1.12.D.13.c) 

 
13. Determine the extent to which suburban living 

and television supported conformity and ste-
reotyping during this time period, while new 
music, art, and literature acted as catalysts for 
the counterculture movement. (6.1.12.D.13.d) 

 
14. Explain why the Peace Corps was created 

and how its role has evolved over time. 
(6.1.12.D.13.e) 

9. Document-Based Investigation, 
p. 942-943, in American An-
them. 

 
10. Have students choose one of 

the issues of the late 1960s to 
focus on.  (Women’s movement, 
Native American rights, Latinos 
rights) They will prepare a cam-
paign to bring their issue to the 
forefront of America’s con-
sciousness.  

 
11. Lessons on American History, Part 

10. Lesson 138: Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

 
12. Lessons on Recent American His-

tory, Part 2. Lesson 16: The Wom-
en’s Rights Movement. 

 
13. Lessons that work: Ideas and Ac-

tivities for Teaching U.S. history, 
Vol. 2. Activity 99: Letter from a 
Birmingham Jail. 

 
14. Lessons that work: Ideas and Ac-

tivities for Teaching U.S. history, 
Vol. 2. Activity 100A and B: Global 
Issues.  Give half of A (migrant 
workers) and the other half B 
(Owners), pitting the workers 
against the owners to see what so-
lution is reached. 

 

 



 

 

 
 
7. The Civil Rights Movement and Social Change, continued. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

15. Relate the changing role of women in the la-
bor force to changes in family structure. 
(6.1.12.D.13.f) 

 
16. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, including analyzing 
how an author uses and refines the meaning 
of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., 
how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 
10). (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.4) 

 
17. Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in sem-

inal U.S. texts, including the application of 
constitutional principles and use of legal rea-
soning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority 
opinions and dissents) and the premises, 
purposes, and arguments in works of public 
advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential 
addresses). CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.8) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

8. Contemporary United States: Domestic Policy 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

1. Evaluate the effectiveness of the checks and 
balances system in preventing one branch of 
national government from usurping too much 
power during contemporary times. 
(6.1.12.A.14.a) 

 
2. Analyze how the Supreme Court has inter-

preted the Constitution to define the rights of 
the individual, and evaluate the impact on 
public policies. (6.1.12.A.14.b) 

 
3. Assess the merit and effectiveness of recent 

legislation in addressing the health, welfare, 
and citizenship status of individuals and 
groups. (6.1.12.A.14.c) 

 
4. Analyze the conflicting ideologies and actions 

of political parties regarding spending priori-
ties, the role of government in the economy, 
and social reforms. (6.1.12.A.14.d) 

 
5. Evaluate the effectiveness and fairness of the 

process by which national, state, and local of-
ficials are elected and vote on issues of public 
concern. (6.1.12.A.14.e) 

 
6. Determine the extent to which nongovern-

mental organizations, special interest groups, 
third party political groups, and the media af-
fect public policy. (6.1.12.A.14.f) 

 
7. Analyze the impact of community groups and 

state policies that strive to increase the youth 
vote (i.e., distribution of voter registration 
forms in high schools). (6.1.12.A.14.g) 

 
8. Assess the effectiveness of government poli-

cies in balancing the rights of the individual 
against the need for national security. 
(6.1.12.A.14.h) 

1. Examine landmark Supreme 
Court case that have an impact 
student’s lives today.  For ex-
ample, New Jersey vs. T.L.O. 

 
2. Read and analyze editorial car-

toon’s from the newspaper. 
 
3. Watch CNN Student News. 
 
4. Read and discuss UpFront 

Magazine. 
 
5. Document-Based Investigation, 

p. 1108-1109. 
 
6. Lessons on Recent American 

History, Part 2. Lesson 18: Re-
cent Constitutional Amend-
ments. 

 
7. Lessons that work: Ideas and 

Activities for Teaching U.S. his-
tory, Vol. 2. Activity 96: Who 
should Intervene. 

 
8. Lessons that work: Ideas and 

Activities for Teaching U.S. his-
tory, Vol. 2. Activity 101: Equal 
Opportunity. 

 
 



 

 

 
 
8. Contemporary United States: Domestic Policy, continued. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

9. Determine the impact of recent immigration and 
migration patterns in New Jersey and the United 
States on demographic, social, economic, and po-
litical issues. (6.1.12.B.14.a) 

 
10. Analyze how regionalization, urbanization, and 

suburbanization have led to social and economic 
reform movements in New Jersey and the United 
States. (6.1.12.B.14.b) 

 
11. Evaluate the impact of individual, business, and 

government decisions and actions on the envi-
ronment, and assess the efficacy of government 
policies and agencies in New Jersey and the 
United States in addressing these decisions. 
(6.1.12.B.14.c) 

 
12. Analyze the use of eminent domain in New Jersey 

and the United States from a variety of perspec-
tives. (6.1.12.B.14.d) 

 
13. Use economic indicators to evaluate the effec-

tiveness of state and national fiscal (i.e., govern-
ment spending and taxation) and monetary (i.e., 
interest rates) policies. (6.1.12.C.14.a) 

 
14. Judge to what extent government should inter-

vene at the local, state, and national levels on is-
sues related to the economy. (6.1.12.C.14.b) 

 
15. Analyze economic trends, income distribution, 

labor participation (i.e., employment, the composi-
tion of the work force), and government and con-
sumer debt and their impact on society. 
(6.1.12.C.14.c) 

 
16. Relate the changing manufacturing, service, sci-

ence, and technology industries and educational 
opportunities to the economy and social dynamics 
in New Jersey. (6.1.12.C.14.d) 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
8. Contemporary United States: Domestic Policy, continued. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

17. Determine the relationship between United 
States domestic and foreign policies. 
(6.1.12.D.14.a) 

 
18. Assess the effectiveness of actions taken to 

address the causes of continuing urban ten-
sions and violence. (6.1.12.D.14.b) 

 
19. Determine the impact of the changing role of 

labor unions on the economy, politics, and 
employer-employee relationships. 
(6.1.12.D.14.c) 

 
20. Evaluate the extent to which women, minori-

ties, individuals with gender preferences, and 
individuals with disabilities have met their 
goals of equality in the workplace, politics, 
and society. (6.1.12.D.14.d) 

 
21. Evaluate the role of religion on cultural and 

social mores, public opinion, and political de-
cisions. 6.1.12.D.14.e) 

 
22. Determine the influence of multicultural be-

liefs, products (i.e., art, food, music, and lit-
erature), and practices in shaping contempo-
rary American culture. (6.1.12.D.14.f) 

 
23. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 

support analysis of what the text says explicit-
ly as well as inferences drawn from the text, 
including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-
12.1) 

 

 



 

 

 
9. Contemporary United States: International Policies 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 



 

 

9. Contemporary United States: International Policies 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

1. Analyze the factors that led to the fall of 
communism in Eastern European countries 
and the Soviet Union, and determine how the 
fall influenced the global power structure. 
(6.1.12.A.15.a) 

 
2. Determine the effectiveness of the United 

States in pursuing national interests while al-
so attempting to address global political, eco-
nomic, and social problems. (6.1.12.A.15.b) 

 
3. Evaluate the role of diplomacy in developing 

peaceful relations, alliances, and global 
agreements with other nations. 
(6.1.12.A.15.c) 

 
4. Assess the impact of the arms race and the 

proliferation of nuclear weapons on world 
power, security, and national foreign policy. 
(6.1.12.A.15.d) 

 
5. Analyze the impact of United States support 

for the policies and actions of the United Na-
tions and other international organizations. 
(6.1.12.A.15.e) 

 
6. Evaluate the effectiveness of United States 

policies and actions in supporting the eco-
nomic and democratic growth of developing 
nations. (6.1.12.A.15.f) 

 
7. Evaluate the effectiveness of the United 

States government’s efforts to provide hu-
manitarian assistance during international 
natural disasters and times of crises. 
(6.1.12.B.15.a) 

 
8. Relate the role of America’s dependence on 

foreign oil to its economy and foreign policy. 
(6.1.12.C.15.a)  

1. Read and analyze editorial car-
toon’s from the newspaper. 

 
2. Watch CNN Student News. 
 
3. Read and discuss UpFront 

Magazine. 
 
4. Lessons that work: Ideas and 

Activities for Teaching U.S. his-
tory, Vol. 2. Activity 88: The In-
vasion of Banta. 

 
5. Lessons that work: Ideas and 

Activities for Teaching U.S. his-
tory, Vol. 2. Activity 62: Ameri-
can Foreign Aid. 

 
6. Research and write an essay 

about one of the challenges that 
our modern society faces: 
a. Environment 
b. Globalization 
c. Terrorism 
d. Global warming 
e. Human rights 
f. Nuclear weapons 
g. Pollution   

 



 

 

 
 
9. Contemporary United States: International Policies, continued. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

9. Assess economic priorities related to interna-
tional and domestic needs, as reflected in the 
national budget. (6.1.12.C.15.b) 

 
10. Compare United Nations policies and goals 

(i.e., the International Declaration of Human 
Rights and the United Nations Millennium De-
velopment Goals) intended to promote human 
rights and prevent the violation of human 
rights with actions taken by the United States. 
(6.1.12.D.15.a) 

 
11. Compare the perspectives of other nations 

and the United States regarding United States 
foreign policy. (6.1.12.D.15.b) 

 
12. Explain how and why religious tensions and 

historic differences in the Middle East have 
led to international conflicts, and analyze the 
effectiveness of United States policy and ac-
tions in bringing peaceful resolutions to the 
region. (6.1.12.D.15.c) 

 
13. Analyze the reasons for terrorism and the im-

pact that terrorism has had on individuals and 
government policies, and assess the effec-
tiveness of actions taken by the United States 
and other nations to prevent terrorism. 
(6.1.12.D.15.d) 

 
14. Introduce a topic and organize complex ide-

as, concepts, and information so that each 
new element builds on that which precedes it 
to create a unified whole; include formatting 
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, ta-
bles), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. (CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.WHST.11-12.2.a) 

 



 

 

  



 

 

10. Interconnected Global Community. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 



 

 

10. Interconnected Global Community. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

1. Determine the impact of media and technology 
on world politics during this time period. 
(6.1.12.A.16.a) 

 
2. Analyze government efforts to address intellectu-

al property rights, personal privacy, and other 
ethical issues in science, medicine, and business 
that arise from the global use of new technolo-
gies. (6.1.12.A.16.b) 

 
3. Assess from various perspectives the effective-

ness with which the United States government 
addresses economic issues that affect individu-
als, business, and/or other countries. 
(6.1.12.A.16.c) 

 
4. Explain why natural resources (i.e., fossil fuels, 

food, and water) continue to be a source of con-
flict, and analyze how the United States and other 
nations have addressed issues concerning the 
distribution and sustainability of natural re-
sources. (6.1.12.B.16.a) 

 
5. Evaluate the economic, political, and social im-

pact of new and emerging technologies on indi-
viduals and nations. (6.1.12.C.16.a) 

 
6. Predict the impact of technology on the global 

workforce and on entrepreneurship. 
(6.1.16.C.16.b) 

 
7. Assess the impact of international trade, global 

business organizations, and overseas competi-
tion on the United States economy and work-
force. (6.1.16.C.16.c) 

 
8. Analyze the impact of American culture on other 

world cultures from multiple perspectives. 
(6.1.12.D.16.a) 

 
9. Explain how and why technology is transforming 

access to education and educational practices 
worldwide. (6.1.12.D.16.b) 

1. Create posters or multimedia 
presentations that examine the 
impact of different cultures (par-
ticularly Latino) and the impact 
that they have made on the 
United States. 

 
2. Read and analyze editorial car-

toon’s from the newspaper. 
 
3. Watch CNN Student News. 
 
4. Read and discuss UpFront 

Magazine. 
 
5. Lessons that work: Ideas and 

Activities for Teaching U.S. his-
tory, Vol. 2. Activity 91: The 
World as a Global Community. 

 
6. Lessons that work: Ideas and 

Activities for Teaching U.S. his-
tory, Vol. 2. Activity 92: Global 
Issues. 

 
7. Lessons that work: Ideas and 

Activities for Teaching U.S. his-
tory, Vol. 2. Activity 98: The Mul-
tinational Corporation and the 
Town. 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
10. Interconnected Global Community 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

10. Determine past and present factors that led to the 
widening of the gap between the rich and poor, 
and evaluate how this has affected individuals 
and society. (6.1.12.D.16.c) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 
11. Active Citizenship. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

1. Develop a plan for public accountability and 
transparency in government related to a particu-
lar issue(s) and share the plan with appropriate 
government officials.  (6.3.12.A.1) 

 
2. Compare current case studies involving slavery, 

child labor, or other unfair labor practices in the 
United States with those of other nations, and 
evaluate the extent to which such problems are 
universal. (6.3.12.A.2) 

 
3. Collaborate with students from other countries to 

develop possible solutions to an issue of envi-
ronmental justice, and present those solutions to 
relevant national and international governmental 
and/or nongovernmental organizations. 
(6.3.12.B.1) 

 
4. Participate in a real or simulated hearing about a 

social issue with a related economic impact (e.g., 
growing health care costs, immigration), and justi-
fy conclusions after weighing evidence from mul-
tiple experts and stakeholders. (6.3.12.C.1) 

 
5. Analyze current laws involving individual rights 

and national security, and evaluate how the laws 
might be applied to a current case study that cites 
a violation of an individual's constitutional rights. 
(6.3.12.D.1) 

1. Read and analyze editorial car-
toon’s from the newspaper. 

 
2. Watch CNN Student News. 
 
3. Read and discuss UpFront 

Magazine. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 

 
 

Strategies to Accommodate Gifted and Talented Students 
 
• Pair Gifted & Talented students with other students to spark dialogue and diverse viewpoints 
• Request Gifted & Talented students to model and verbalize processes used to perform crea-

tive problem-solving. 
• Invoke multiple intelligences and Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy in higher-ordered thinking 

skills in all areas of curriculum. 
• Vary instructional groupings. 
• Invoke real life problems that students can identify with. 
• Explore curriculum objectives in greater depth. 
• Provide ample examples. 
• Invoke technological resources. 
• Invoke multi-media resources. 
 

Strategies to Accommodate English Language Learners 
 

• Provide additional instructions. 
• Extend time for assignment completion. 
• Shorten assignments 
• Provide repeated reviews and drills using varied teaching strategies. 
• Read directions, text to students as needed. 
• Note taking assistance 
• Reading strategies (peer, guided, small group) 
• Provide outlines 
• Increase verbal response time/opportunity to respond orally. 
• Encourage student to verbalize steps needed to complete task to check understanding. 
• Have the students do hands-on activities. 
• Vary instructional grouping (individual, pair and small groups) 
• Pair ELL students with bilingual speakers. 
• Model and verbalize processes used to solve problems. 
• Use visual diagrams such as pictures, guess and check and/or tables. 
• Role-play and act out. 
• Be aware of differences in algorithms (Mathematics). 
 
Suggested activities to differentiate instruction: 

 
• Incorporate flashcards, note outlines, review guides 
• Use different tactile materials for activities 
• Use picture/power point presentations to engage learners 
• Model appropriate behavior 
• Demonstrate what is expected 
• Break problems into smaller parts and outline possible solutions 



 

 

• Tell the students what is expected before the task is given 
• Make sure the student is focused on the task at hand 
• Give multiple completion options for assignments. 
• Give students a choice of projects  
• Use partners and small groups 
 

 
MATERIALS/ENVIRONMENT 

 
• Use assignments, notebooks and prompts. 
• Help student keep a journal for reflections, review, questions 
• Underline key words/phrases in directions, charts, etc. 
• Use hands-on materials for concrete development. 
 

ASSESSMENTS 
 
• Modified tests 
• Modified test/alternative assessments Ex. True/False, fill in the blanks, matching, short essay. 
• Allow modifications of time, scheduling or administration of testing. 
• Read directions, test to students as needed. 
• Grade on effort, participation and improvement. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

PROGRAM MODIFICATIONS & ADAPTATIONS 
 

Modifications/Adaptations for General Education & Special Education Classes 
 

This list represents possible accommodation and modifications for students with special needs.  
Please refer to individual IEPs for student specific accommodations and modifications. 

Environment: 
□ Preferential Seating                □ Clear Work Area                    □ Other (specify) 

Material/Books/Equipment: 
□ Alternate Text                         □ Consumable Workbooks        □ Modified Worksheets            
□ Tape Recorder                        □ Supplementary Visuals          □ Large Print Text            
□ Spell Check                            □ Access to computer                □ Assistive Device: (specify) 
□ Other: (specify) ________________________________ 

Instructional Strategies: 
□ Check Work in Progress          □ Immediate Feedback                       □ Pre-teach Content                
□ Review Sessions                      □ Have Student Restate Info              □ Review Directions              
□ Modified Content                    □ Provide Lecture Notes/Outline        □ Assign Study Partner          
□ Monitor Assignments               □ Provide Models                              □ Computer Assisted Instruction               
□ Multi-Sensory Approach        □ Highlight Key Words                       □ Oral Reminders                        
□ Display Key Vocab                 □ Visual Reinforcement                      □ Pictures/Charts                                  
□ Mimed Clues/Gestures            □ Concrete Examples                         □ Use Mnemonics       
□ Personalized Examples            □ Use Vocab Word Bank 
□ Support Auditory Presentations with Visuals           
□ Other: (specify) ______________________ 

Organization: 
□ Provide Study Outlines         □ Desktop List of Tasks               □ List Sequential Steps           
□ Post Routines                        □ Post Assignments                     □ Give One Paper at a Time         
□ Folders to Hold Work           □ Pencil Box for Tools                  □ Pocket Folder for Work        
□ Assignment Pad                    □ Daily Assignment List             □ Daily Homework List 
□ Worksheet Format               □ Extra Space for Work                □ Assign Partner 
□ Assistive Device:_______________________________         
□ Other: (specify) _______________________________ 
__________________________ 

Grading: 
□ No Spelling Penalty             □ No Handwriting Penalty         □ Grade Effort + Work                
□ Grade Improvement             □ Course Credit                          □ Base Grade on IEP                
□ Base Grade on Ability          □ Modify Grades                       □Pass/Fail                                 
□ Audit Course                         □ Other: (specify)___________________________ 



 

 

Behavior Management/Support: 
□ Daily Feedback to Student          □ Chart Progress                      □ Behavior Contract            
□ Positive Reinforcement               □ Collect Baseline Data           □  Parent/Guardian Sign Homework   
□ Set/Post Class Rules                   □ Parent sign Behavior Chart   □ Cue Expected Behavior                   
□ Structure Transitions                   □ Break Between Tasks            □ Proximity/Touch Control 
□ Contingency Plan                        □ Time Out from Positive Reinforcement 
□ Other: (specify) ______________________________ 
__________________________________ 

 
U. S. History II 

 
PROFICIENCY LEVELS 
 
This curriculum is appropriate for all students in Grades 9 through 12.  It is primarily a 9th grade 
course. 
 
METHODS OF ASSESSMENT 
Student progress and achievements are assessed through a variety of formal methods of assess-
ment that include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 

· Formal 
 

1. Teacher-created worksheets/tests/quizzes 
2. Worksheets from publishers 
3. Assessment checklists 
4. Work samples 
5. District Created Assessment 

 
· Informal 

 
1. Small group and class discussions 
2. Class participation 
3. Cooperative group work 
4. Projects 
5. Teacher observation 
6. Reading, writing, listening and speaking activities/tasks 
7. Journal 

 
· Teacher/Curriculum Assessment 

 
This is a living document.  Teachers are encouraged to make suggestions for improv-
ing and changing the curriculum to the Director of Curriculum on an ongoing basis. 

 
RESOURCES 
 

A. Guest Speakers 



 

 

Teachers are encouraged to contact community groups, parents and organizations to 
obtain speakers to enhance the curriculum with the approval of the administration. 
 

B. Technology 
Students shall use computers for independent review, research, and enrichment.    
Teachers shall also use appropriate technology to enhance their lessons.   
 

C. Supplies and Materials 
· Technology- computer, internet, digital projector 
· Video equipment 
· Trade books for classroom library/instruction 
· Notebooks 
· Craft supplies-Markers, colored pencils, crayons, variety of paper, scissors 
· Journals 

 
D. Textbook 

• American Anthem, published by Holt. 
 
E. Supplemental Material 

• Lessons on American History, volumes 1-12 by Robert Shedlock. 
• Lessons on Recent American History, volumes 1-2 by Robert Shedlock. 
• Lessons that work: Ideas and Activities for Teaching U.S. history, vol. 2, by 

Tedd Levy and Donna Collins Krasnow. 
 
 
METHODOLOGIES 
 
A wide variety of methodologies will be used.  The following are suggestions, not limitations, as 
to how the curriculum may be implemented and facilitated: 
 
· Print rich environment 
· Whole class instruction 
· Small group instruction 
· Guided reading in the content area 
· Cooperative learning groups 
· Individual assignments 
· Technology-aided instruction 
· Socratic seminar 
· Simulations 

 
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES 
 
Students will be provided with many enrichment learning activities through the year.  The fol-
lowing are suggestions, not limitations: 
 
· Projects 



 

 

· Guest Speakers 
· Field Trips 
· Supplemental reading 
· Film Viewing and Reflection 
· Project based learning activities 

 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
Teachers shall continue to improve their expertise by participating in a variety of professional 
development opportunities made available by the Board of Education and other organizations. 
 
INTERDISCIPLINARY INSTRUCTION 
 
The above curriculum has numerous possibilities for interdisciplinary connections.  These con-
tent areas can be connected with Visual and Performing Arts, comprehensive Health and Physi-
cal Education, Mathematics, Social Studies and Technology and Career Education. 
 

Scope and Sequence 
 

The following is a brief outline of course content to be covered.  Each unit will include textbook 
reading, PowerPoint Notes, lab activities, related video, teacher demonstration, and other appro-
priate activities.   
 

September 
1. Pre-Assessment 
2. Progressivism 
3. American Imperialism 
4. Spanish-American War 
5. Theodore Roosevelt Presidency 

 
October 
1. America and the Mexican Revolution 
2. World War I 
3. Wilson’s Fourteen Points 
4. Aftermath of World War I 
November 
1. The Roaring 20s 
2. Harlem Renaissance 
3. Harding and Coolidge Presidencies 
4. The Great Depression  
5. The New Deal 

 
December 
1. The Rise of Dictatorships in Europe 



 

 

2. World War II 
3. The Holocaust 
4. The American Home Front 

 
January 
1. The Cold War 
2. The Korean War 
3. Atomic Anxiety 
4. Eisenhower Presidency 

 
      February 

1. American society of the 1950s 
2. Popular culture 
3. Kennedy Presidency and assassination  
4. Johnson Presidency and the Great Society 

 
      March 

1. The Civil Rights Movement 
2. Rosa Parks and the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
3. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
4. Landmark Supreme Court cases effecting Civil Rights 

 
      April 

1. The Vietnam War 
2. Escalation of American Involvement 
3. War Protest at Home 
4. 1968: Turning Point 
5. America leaves Vietnam 

 
      May 

1. Counterculture of the 1960s 
2. Women’s movement 
3. Native American movement 
4. Cesar Chavez and the Latino movement  
5. Nixon Presidency and Watergate 

 
      June 

1. The Reagan Years 
2. The End of the Cold War 
3. September 11, 2001 
4.  Current issues 


